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‘CULPABLE NEGLIGENCE” 


MURDER, MANSLAUGHTER CHARGES FOR EX-COP NOOR 


Damond family: ‘No charges can bring our Justine back’ 


JERRY HOLT ° jerry-holt @startribune.com 


Hennepin County Attorney Mike Freeman demonstrated how officer Mohamed Noor reached across his partner and shot Justine Ruszczyk Damond. 


Fearful or ‘depraved’? 
Question will be pivotal 


By DAVID CHANEN 
and BRANDON STAHL 
Star Tribune staff writers 


Hennepin County Attorney 
Mike Freeman will attempt 
something that no prosecu- 
tor in Minnesota has accom- 
plished in recent memory: 
Hold an officer criminally 
culpable for an on-duty killing. 

In Minnesota, at least 164 
people died in force-related 
encounters with police 
between 2000 and the end of 
2017, and the only other offi- 
cer charged in that period, for- 
mer St. Anthony police officer 
Jeronimo Yanez, was acquit- 
ted of second-degree man- 


slaughter in the 2016 shooting 
of Philando Castile in Falcon 
Heights. 

“We gathered every piece 
of information, no matter 
how minute. We looked at the 
tragic night from every per- 
spective,” Freeman said. “Then 
we saw the evidence clearly 
conformed to the statutory 
definitions of third-degree 
murder and second-degree 
manslaughter. Then, and only 
then, did we charge officer 
Noor with these crimes.” 

The unusual charge of 
third-degree murder and 
the revelation Tuesday that 
Mohamed Noor’s former 

See REACTION on A9 > 


JEFF WHEELER - jeff.wheeler@startribune.com 
King Demetrius Pendleton Jr. held a sign at a rally Tuesday 
near the site of the July shooting in southwest Minneapolis. 


NOOR’S CHARGES 


Murder, 3rd degree: 
Causing death without 
intent by acting ina 
dangerous manner. 


Manslaughter, 2nd 
degree: Causing death 
by negligently creating 
unreasonable risk. 


EXPANDED COVERAGE INSIDE A6-A9 


‘Justice for Justine’ 
Dozens gather for a vigil, 
voicing their emotions. 


Trail of tragedy 


Charges culminate months 
of investigation, conflict. 


A hope unfulfilled 
Officer Noor was wel- 
comed as a trailblazer. 


Justine Ruszczyk Damond 


By LIBOR JANY 
libor.jany@startribune.com 


The Minneapolis police 
officer who fatally shot an 
unarmed woman last July was 
charged Tuesday with third- 
degree murder and second- 
degree manslaughter eight 
months after the case sparked 
protests, international out- 
rage and the firing of the city’s 
police chief. 

Hennepin County Attorney 
Mike Freeman said Mohamed 
Noor, 32, acted “recklessly” 
when he fired the shot into 
the dark that killed 40-year- 
old Justine Ruszczyk Damond 
after she called 911 to report a 
suspected rape in her south 
Minneapolis neighborhood. 

The shot came after Noor 
and his partner, Matthew Har- 
rity, had driven through the 
alley behind Damond’s home, 
saw no suspicious activity and 
were preparing to leave when 
they were surprised by some- 
one outside the police car. Har- 
rity, the driver, told investiga- 
tors he was “spooked,” feared 
for his life, and took his gun 
from its holster before Noor 
reached across and fired his 
weapon out the driver’s side 
window. 

Harrity looked out his win- 
dow and saw Damond clutch- 
ing her abdomen with both 
hands. He recalled her saying, 
“Tm dying,” or “I’m dead.” 

Freeman said the investi- 
gation of the shooting uncov- 
ered no evidence that Noor 
“encountered, appreciated, 
investigated or confirmed a 
threat that justified the deci- 
sion to use deadly force.” 

“Instead, officer Noor reck- 
lessly and intentionally fired 
his handgun from the passen- 
ger seat, alocation at which he 
would have been less able than 
officer Harrity to see and hear 
events on the other side of the 
squad car,” Freeman said. 

The shooting showed 

See NOOR on A6 > 


Putin’s sham victory gets Trump salute 


Nerve agent attack, U.S. 
meddling not mentioned. 


By MARK LANDLER 
New York Times 


WASHINGTON - President 
Donald Trump on Tuesday 
congratulated President 
Vladimir Putin of Russia on 
his recent re-election victory, 
but failed to ask him about 
either the fairness of the Rus- 
sian vote, which Putin won 


meddling in the 2016 presi- 
dential election. 

Trump did not follow 
specific warnings from his 
national security advisers, 
including a section in his 
briefing materials stating “DO 
NOT CONGRATULATE,” 
according to officials famil- 
iar with the call. 

Trump also chose not to 
heed talking points from aides 
instructing him to condemn 
Putin about the recent poison- 


powerful nerve agent, a case 
that both the British and U.S. 
governments have blamed on 
Moscow. 

Instead, in his phone call 
with Putin, the president 
focused on what the White 
House called “shared inter- 
ests,” including North Korea, 
Ukraine and the escalating 
arms race between the United 
States and Russia. He said he 
and Putin were likely to meet 
soon to discuss those issues. 


Klobuchar calls Facebook to account 


Minn. Democrat wants CEO to testify before Senate. 


Facebook CEO Mark 


Zuckerberg is facing 
scrutiny over breach. 


Cambridge: CEO of 


By MAYA RAO 
maya.rao@startribune.com 


WASHINGTON - U.S. Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar has emerged as a high- 
profile critic of Facebook, as she 
pushed Tuesday for the compa- 
ny’s top leader to appear before 
Congress to account for a massive 
breach of personal data related to 
the last election. 

The Minnesota Democrat 


media giant, to testify before 
the Senate Judiciary Committee 
about how the company will pro- 
tect privacy after revelations that 
the personal information of 50 
million users was exploited by a 
Russia-linked data analytics firm 
working to get Donald Trump 
elected in 2016. 

“They keep saying, “Trust us, 
we can take care of our own peo- 
ple and our own website, ” Klobu- 


with a lopsided margin, or ingofa former Russian spy in “We had a very good call,” data-mining firm wants Mark Zuckerberg, co-  charsaidinaninterview Tuesday. 

about allegations of Russian the United Kingdom with a See TRUMP on A3> suspended. A5 founder and CEO of the social See KLOBUCHAR on A5> 
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A package exploded on a con- 
veyor belt in the middle of the 
night at a distribution center 
near San Antonio. A4 


claims of Trump affair. A3 


School shooting: Student 
with handgun is killed 
after injuring two at a 
Maryland high school. A4 


grew into a $2.3B anchor in 
northwest Minnesota. B1 


Lobbying: $74M shelled 
out in Minnesota; Enbridge 
was biggest spender. B1 


son since 2005. C1 


tourney with flair. C6 


them first non-losing sea- 


Showtime for Raiders: 
Cretin-Derham Hall hits 4A 


workers at south Minne- 
apolis campus. D1 


Next from Apple: New 
products to be presented at 
Chicago magnet school. D1 


HAVE YOU HEARD? 


Last of his kind: The world’s last male northern white rhino 
died of old age in Kenya at age 45. A2 
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